
Place: In front of 
the Consulate General 
of Japan in New York

299 Park Avenue, NYC  
(Park Ave. and 48th St.)

Date: August 5, 2016

Friday at 12:00PM

We support the commitment of the people of Japan to protect its peace constitution by retain-

ing Article 9*. We encourage their continued opposition to Japan’s reliance on the U.S.–Japan 

military alliance and the U.S. nuclear umbrella. We urge their continued efforts to enroll the 

Japanese government to join the 127 nations who signed the Humanitarian Pledge to fill the 

legal gap for the elimination of nuclear weapons by beginning negotiations to ban and prohibit 

nuclear weapons just as the world has banned chemical and biological weapons!

*Article 9: (1) Aspiring sincerely to an international 

peace based on justice and order, the Japanese people 

forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation 

and the threat or use of force as means of settling in-

ternational disputes.  (2) To accomplish the aim of the 

preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well 

as other war potential, will never be maintained. The 

right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.

Please join us to acknowledge the catastroPhic wrong that was done to jaPan.

E N D O R S E D  B Y      Alec Baldwin     Peter Kuznick     Peter Yarrow
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AN OPEN LETTER TO PEOPLE OF JAPAN 
FROM CONCERNED PEACE ORGANIZATIONS AND CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES

—In observance of the 71st Anniversary of the Atomic Bombings of Japan—

We, the undersigned, represent a coalition of concerned peace organizations and citizens of the United States who are advocating the importance 
of abolishing nuclear weapons and achieving world peace. We are gathering here, in front of the office of the Consulate General of Japan in New 
York, with a bouquet of flowers to express our sincere regrets and apologies for the needless deaths of those killed by our nation’s atomic bomb-
ings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki—including all nationalities, races, civilians and prisoners of war—a war crime and crime against humanity, 
although our government has never apologized. We also wish to extend our deep condolences and apology to those atomic bomb survivors, or 
Hibakusha, who as a result of the horrific bombings, have endured great mental and physical hardships for such a long time.

In May, President Obama visited Hiroshima city as the first sitting U.S. President. We were very disappointed to learn that during the visit 
President Obama spent less than 10 minutes at the Atomic Bomb Museum and 10 minutes with Hibakusha without listening to their experi-
ences nor accepting accountability for the dropping of atomic bombs on cities in Japan. It was also disrespectful to Hibakusha when President 
Obama described horrific atomic bombings, in his 17-minute-speech, as “death fell from the sky” as if they were natural phenomena. We wish 
to express our deep regret not only over the longstanding failure of the U.S. government to negotiate an international treaty in good faith for 
the total elimination of nuclear weapons, but also in electing a U.S. President who continues to push efforts to “modernize” the U.S. nuclear 
arsenal with its development cost estimated at one trillion dollars over the next thirty years. This despite his acceptance of the 2009 Nobel 
Peace Prize, which was given partly in recognition of his “promotion of nuclear nonproliferation”.

On July 17, 1945, Leo Szilard and 155 scientists of the Manhattan Project sent a petition to President Truman opposing the use of atomic 
bombs on Japan, and urging him to consider moral responsibilities in deciding whether or not to use the atomic bomb. We all must never 
forget that even scientists who were directly involved in developing atomic bombs could not stop a military decision to use the product of 
their research against innocent people, which consequently destroyed two cities and killed many innocent non-combatants including women 
and children in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The lesson learned from World War II should be this: No matter how hard it is to accept, persons everywhere are accountable for their 
actions and have the responsibility and obligation to provide for all children, theirs and others, a peaceful society where they can live in a 
more humane and safer world without fear of nuclear weapons or war.

Thus, we in our coalition who appreciate the value of Article 9 in your peace Constitution encourage the Japanese government and lawmakers to 
respect the fact that the majority of Japanese people want to protect Article 9 which renounces war forever, and will inspire young scientists never 
to engage in military research. What Article 9 exemplifies for all the nuclear weapon states (including our own U.S.A.) is more powerful and hon-
orable than the possession of nuclear weapons, and more powerful than contributing directly or indirectly to the ravages of war at home and abroad.

Victimized by the use of atomic bombs in war, Japan has also been a victim of the world’s worst nuclear power plant accident since 
Chernobyl, suffering from massive radiation leaks that have spread well into the Pacific Ocean; the evacuation of more than 150,000 people, 
most of whom haven’t yet been able to return home; and a rise in thyroid cancer among children. The use of nuclear technology, whether 
military or civilian, comes with enormous risks and unthinkable consequences.

Therefore, our coalition calls on Japan to play a more active role in supporting and promoting the Humanitarian Pledge, an international 
commitment endorsed by 127 non-nuclear weapon states around the world, to fill the legal gap and begin negotiations to ban and prohibit 
nuclear weapons, just as the world has done for chemical and biological weapons. We appreciate Japan’s participation in the Geneva meetings 
of the UN Open Ended Working Group for Nuclear Disarmament, which has been boycotted by the five NPT nuclear weapons states.

However, we now urge that the Japanese government give its unequivocal support for moving the ban treaty negotiations forward in the 
Geneva Working Group meetings and support efforts of other non-nuclear weapons states to start negotiations this fall in the General Assembly 
to prohibit and ban the bomb!

We humbly promise to keep raising our voices to press our own government not to repeat the same mistakes:

NO MORE HIROSHIMA    NO MORE NAGASAKI    NO MORE WAR    NO MORE HIBAKUSHA    NEVER AGAIN!

Dated: August 5, 2016
Co-signed by: VETERANS FOR PEACE-CHAPTER 34 (NYC)

MANHATTAN PROJECT FOR A NUCLEAR-FREE WORLD
CODE PINK, NEW YORK
CODE PINK, LONG ISLAND
ENVIRONMENTALISTS AGAINST WAR
GRANNY PEACE BRIGADE
INDIAN POINT SAFE ENERGY COALITION
LIVE PEACE INTERNATIONAL
NGO COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT, PEACE AND SECURITY

NGO COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT-NY
NUCLEAR AGE PEACE FOUNDATION
NYC WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE
OCCUPY BERGEN COUNTY
PAX CHRISTI METRO NY
PEACE ACTION FUND OF NEW YORK STATE
RIBBON INTERNATIONAL
WORLD CAN’T WAIT

Contact info: Veterans For Peace-Chapter 34 (NYC)   P.O. Box 8150, New York, NY 10116-8150


